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Moody's paints grim picture for higher education
Predicting one’s own future is an uncertain business. But when institutions known for their prognosticating skills predict your future, you might
want to listen. This lesson is one that America’s
institutions of higher education seem to be failing.
After looking at the budget proposal by the
Trump administration, Moody’s Investors Service
painted a grim financial future for the nation’s
colleges and universities. According to their
analysis, Trump’s budget proposal to slash federal research funding and end financial support
for the arts and humanities would irreparably
harm institutions that rely on those government
dollars.
But let’s first put things into perspective.
Moody’s is one of the big three credit rating
agencies (together with Standard & Poor ’s and
Fitch Ratings) that rate the bond credit of businesses, governments and other institutions.
They rank the creditworthiness of borrowers
based on expected investor loss in the event of
a default.
The other thing that we must remember is that
colleges and universities – both public and private – borrow money in order to pay for many
projects, which, in turn, affects directly the cash
flow of these institutions.
Based on the initial proposal by the White
House, higher education would lose $4 billion in
discretionary funding.
This money not only covers direct expenses for
research projects, but also what is called “indi-

Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr.
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rects,” which are paid directly to colleges and
universities to help them maintain their research
infrastructures. Further, some of that money is
used to provide what is called “start-up packages” that give new faculty the financial assistance
necessary to kick-start their research agendas.
Additionally, the president’s “America First”
budget proposes nearly $6 billion in cuts to the
National Institutes of Health.
The vast majority of biomedical research in
this country is funded by the NIH, and cuts of
this magnitude would have serious consequences
in our constant search for better medicines and
medical treatments.
In fact, because of its importance, the NIH budget in the past has had solid bipartisan support
in Congress.
While some of the wealthiest universities, like
the Ivy League (Harvard, Yale, Princeton, etc.),
with their large endowments and large fundraising capabilities from private sources can probably
weather the cuts to some extent, most others will
not. This will be particularly the case for public
institutions, which are the ones that usually serve
people in rural areas and those with less financial
means. Still, according to Moody’s, even for the
Ivy League types, it will take years to adjust to
the new realities that would be brought about by

such cuts.
And Moody’s projections for higher education
are not alone, but accompany dire predictions
for the National Science Foundation and the
Department of Energy. The administration’s proposed budget eliminates totally funding for the
National Endowment for the Humanities and the
National Endowment for the Arts.
Although the last two have rather small budgets ($140 million each), according to Moody’s
their disappearance will have a ripple effect on
higher education. One of the projections by this
credit agency is that by being unable to fund arts
and humanities projects, colleges and universities will have fewer programs with which to
attract private donors, sending them into a death
spiral.
The same can be said of other federal agencies that support research across academia. The
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) budget
will be slashed by 31 percent, the Agriculture
Department by 21 percent and the Interior
Department (where the Fish and Wildlife Service
and the National Parks Service reside) will be cut
by 12 percent.
Reductions to the Department of Education’s
budget through the elimination of the Federal
Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant
and reduction in Federal Work Study funding
would also affect about 550 schools rated by
Moody’s.
Although there will be a huge increase in
defense spending (a $54 billion increase), which

would provide some research-related funding to
higher education, that kind of research is usually
concentrated in a rather small number of institutions. And if we decode some of the rhetoric of
the current administration, a lot of that money
will probably go to private companies rather than
to colleges and universities.
And to these cuts the already relentless cuts to
public higher education budgets by state legislatures and you have a “perfect storm” that will
obliterate higher education as we know it, particularly when it comes to accessibility by students
of lesser means.
There was a time when the U.S. was considered
the greatest country in the world for, among
other things, its system of higher education and
its support in the broadest sense for intellectual
inquiry.
This support helped to attract the most talented
people in the world to come to this nation and
use their abilities in science, the arts and humanities in service to the United States. Institutions
of higher education have played a major role in
the nation’s ability to respond to threats to our
national security, whether from Sputnik, the arms
race, pandemic disease, or climate change. Those
times of greatness may be over sooner rather than
later.
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor with leadership experience in higher education.
He can be contacted through his website at: http://www.
aromerojr.net
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Looking for leftovers
Children, parents and grandparents make one last pass over the grounds Sunday afternoon at the Edwardsville Knights of
Columbus Easter Egg Hunt. The K. of C. also sold hot dogs, chips and soda with proceeds going to the Campbell children, who
lost their parents recently. More photos will appear in Saturday's Intelligencer.
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Director of Public Works Eric Williams said
Wireless USA offered a bid on the project, but
IMPACT was the cheapest.
“Originally, Wireless (USA) was at $23,400,

so we were able to save $7,000 with this
foundation. IMPACT has the trades on site;
they can do the work. These are really two
separate scopes of work. So staff would
recommend approval of the change order,”
Williams said.
With none opposed, both the single-source
resolution and the accompanying change order
were approved unanimously.
Last was an ordinance prohibiting parking at

all times on the east side of Elm Street with a recommendation for approval by the Administrative
and Community Services Committee.
The ordinance prohibits parking from St. Louis
Street to Randle Street.
With none opposed, the motion passed unanimously.
For more information about upcoming City
Council meetings, visit the city’s website at
www.cityofedwardsville.com.

The Southern Illinois University
Board of Trustees on Thursday
approved Rich Walker as vice chancellor for administration (VCA) for
the Edwardsville campus during its
regularly scheduled meeting on the
Carbondale campus.
Walker stepped into the role of
interim vice chancellor for administration when former VCA Kenn
Neher retired in May 2016. Prior to
serving as interim VCA, Walker had
served as the assistant vice chancellor for administration for planning
and budgeting since 2001.
Walker provides leadership to the
SIUE community and to the VCA
directors in matters related to longrange facility planning and budget
development. He has been responsible for the development of the
University’s annual capital RAMP
budget and the development, submission and implementation of the
VCA functional area budget.
Walker has served in many leadership roles in academic and professional organizations, including the
SIUE Chapter of the Phi Kappa Phi
Honor Society, Leadership St. Louis
and the Scott Air Force Base Military
Affairs Committee for Leadership
Council Southwestern Illinois. In
addition, he was recognized with the
Carol Kimmel Community Service
Award for Faculty and Staff in 2005.

Walker
In the Edwardsville community,
Walker served on the City Council
for 16 years and was chair of the
finance committee, public services
committee, the administrative services committee, task force on technology, Wildey Theatre development
committee and represented SIUE
on the City’s public safety facilities
planning committee.
Walker earned a master’s from
SIUE and a bachelor’s from Indiana
State University.
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"The administration will provide frequent progress reports on the
needed updates as well as progress being made toward achieving a
balanced education fund and restoring financial stability," Andre said.
And to those constituents, she also said thank you.
"Without the support of the citizens of District 7, none of these things
would have been possible," Andre said. "We are extremely grateful to the
citizens for their strong support of Proposition E which will allow this
district to continue providing all students the educational and extracurricular opportunities they deserve."
Edwardsville Education Association Co-Presidents Dave Boedeker
and Beth Duncan issued a statement thanking those who voted in favor
of the referendum.
"On behalf of the hundreds of teachers and educators of the
Edwardsville school district, we want to thank the community for
stepping up and helping provide much-needed funds for Edwardsville
schools," the statement read.
Boedeker and Duncan went on to say that they've seen up close the
impact the lack of state funding has had over the last eight years.
"Partnering with administrators, we watched as over 100 people lost
their jobs, the salary freeze halted even basic cost of living adjustments,
and basic operating costs were slashed. Our members know first-hand
how difficult things have been," the statement read. "We’re glad to be
part of the solution. But unfortunately, this is also yet another example
how real people – and children – are hurt by the continuing partisan
gridlock in Springfield."
Tonight's board of education meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. in the cafeteria at Woodland Elementary School.
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“We looked at his drawings of
ants and cicadas, the grasshopper and the honey bee. And then
the kids painted the bugs,” Fultz
explained. “I like to send home
the artwork kind of framed and
nice. So what we’re going to do
today is finish up the artwork
by framing it and jazzing it up a
little with color around it.”
After placing their bug drawings on a larger piece of construction paper, the kindergärtners glued colorful confetti paper around their artwork
to create a decorative border.
“Kindergarten is a busy class.
We’re still learning how to be
students and sitting and listening,” Fultz added. “I teach how
to use the glue, and they have to
practice this skill over and over
in order to get good at it. That’s
my job. It’s fun.”
Fultz emphasized that she’s
always trying to add in math,
science, and literature to her art
lessons even at the kindergarten level. “We’re talking about
the changing of seasons and the
weather. We did a project 'March
came in like a lion and out like a
lamb' so we talk a little bit about
the weather and things like that,”
she said.
For this particular lesson, Fultz
used a St. Louis-based author ’s
book. “I try to use different
author ’s books because I think
it's good for the kids to know
that these authors live right
here,” she said. “I also use other
local authors like (Edwardsville
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Addison Beer, left, and Katie Blotevogel work on their art project at Goshen Elementary School.
resident) Jennifer Ward. Jennifer
has a lot of great books out.”
Fultz, who teaches art to
about 850 students each week at
Goshen, Nelson and Columbus
elementaries, explained that
the kindergarten curriculum
includes covering several famous
artists such as Van Gogh, Degas,
and Renoir as well as learning
about different movements and
art themes. “In kindergarten I
have 30 minutes to teach my lesson, get them back to their seat,

and get the project done. It’s a
job to do that. So we don’t do
a lot of history,” Fultz added.
“I tell them where the artist is
from, and they always want to
know, is he still alive. So we
look at when he was born and
when he died. We learn a little
bit about the artist but not a
great deal because we don’t have
the time. But they do learn a lot
of art words – what an abstract
is. How there’s no recognizable shapes in an abstract, and

we learn cutting and gluing and
safety and all of that. Line, form,
shape.”
While one might wonder how
much a kindergarten student
truly retains, one young lady
was proof that they retain maybe
more than we think when she
held up a piece of confetti paper
and said, “Look, a rhombus.”
“It’s fun. I love my job. I love
teaching art,” Fultz said. “And if
you look around at the art on the
walls, these are talented kids.”
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A request was also made for four dining chairs at a cost of $1,615. The
chairs will be purchased from Home Furniture Company.
The board of trustees approved both expenditures unanimously.
Lastly, the board approved the purchase of a confined space tripod.
The tripod, with a cost of $4,719, is used for confined space rescues. The
tripod will be shared with the public works department.
Banner Fire Equipment was the lowest bidder.
The board also approved a list of probationary volunteer firefighters.
They are Peyton Batholomew, Glen Carbon; George Bolla, Maryville; Collin
Fenton, Maryville; Jared Grzywacz, Collinsville; Zac Leser, Maryville; Jacob
Linenfelser, Troy; Josh Maxwell, Troy; John Miller, Maryville; Anthony Moses,
Maryville and Zachary Walters, Troy.
The candidates will be interviewed and vetted by the department before
they begin training.

